Half of world's 7000 languages to become extinctusg of centur Pagel of 3

WEBIMNDIA .COM éYeIInwpages Shopping Ecards Videos Matrimonial Classifieds

Home Site Map Make Your Home Page Suggestions Enquiry Monday, October 22, 2007
jyilance probe on into land allotment to CPM, CPI » Advocates call off 3-week old strike

» Press Releases » Features » Events 2006 = Special Articles » News Home
News Updated on Monday, October 22, 2007 8:53:31 PM m
- Ads by Google - Indian Cricket India Languages Study Abroad India Species Indian Art School
Top Stories ]
. oogle

. Science G 3
4 India
4 Asia Half of world's 7000 languages to become extinct by turn of century

Washington | September 19, 2007 1:11:41 PM IST

4 World @
4 Sports Hundreds of languages around the Endangered Animals Web Webindia123

world are teetering on the brink of Search endangered animals lessons from 130,000 reviewed

4 Business extinction, and eastern Siberia, lesson plans. :]
northern  Australia, central South LessonPlanet.com

4 Sci-Tec America, Oklahoma, and the US
Pacific Northwest are among the worst Languages
4 Health affected zones, a new research has Online Registration for SAT Subject Tests - It's Fast & Easy
. revealed. www.collegeboard.com M
4 Entertainment

Ads I:v].rGOOSIE At some places, the situation is so bad Foreign Languages Yellov, pages
that only a single person knows the Directory of foreign language resources online. Low prices.

language, said David Harrison, a languagesforeign.info . .
Endangered linguistics professor at Pennsylvania's o 9 Advertise With Us
Species Swarthmore College. Learn a New Language &% Tourist

Stand Up For Your This Summer. Fab Programs for Teens 14-17 in Spain,

Cause. "Lions For '"Languages are undergoing a global France & Costa Rica

" extinction crisis that greatly exceeds www.360studenttravel.com
Lambs™ In Theaters the pace of species extinction," said MHWGOOSIE new Location
11/9! Prof. Harrison. and Ambience
YouTube.com/LionsForlLa

Prof. Harrison and Gregory Anderson, both affiliated to the Living Tongues Institute for Endangered

Languages in Oregon, travelled across the world to interview the last speakers of critically
Learn To Speak endangered languages as part of the National Geographic Society's Enduring Voices Project.
Correctly ;
Compare Programs The researchers used three main criteria to establish if a region could be considered a hotspot for
To Take You languages extinction: the diversity of languages spoken, the level of endangerment to the tongue and [l«/RE{[H FIRTNHRiE
Abroad & Save. the scientific documentation of a language. .

4 X

XA
Drop the stress

Experience The o ) ) .
World Now! They found that while in some places, languages had disappeared instantly, with small, vulnerable

communities wiped out by natural disasters, but in most cases, languages died a slow death, as
people simply abandoned their native tongues when they became surrounded by people speaking a
more common language.

www.StudyAbroad.com

Endangered i c
Animals In the Northern Territory of Australia, the scientists documented found three speakers of Magati Ke. In You can

western Australia, they found three speakers of the little-known Yawuru language, while deep in the
Se.arch endangered outback, they located a single man with rudimentary knowledge of Amurdag, a language previously read this.
animals lessons declared extinct. 111,000,000
from 130,000 Indian children
reviewed lesson In Bolivia, the duo found language diversity twice that of Europe. However, dominant languages such cant.
plans. as Spanish were threatening that diversity, the findings revealed. Cheraihotels.com

LessonPlanet.com
"This is a radically new way of looking at language diversity globally," said Prof. Harrison.

et | /ol

Endangered. The researchers further found that more than half of the world's 7,000 languages would die out by the E - .-".'I -
Species Study end of the century, often taking with them irreplaceable knowledge about the natural world. XP%:IE?: the
Team of Qualified

Biologists Cost- "Most of what we know about species and ecosystems is not written down anywhere, it's only in

effective, High- people's heads. We are seeing in front of our eyes the erosion of the human knowledge base," said

quality! Prof. Harrison.
www.EnviroSciencelnc.co
"Eighty percent of species have been undiscovered by science, but that doesn't mean they're -
unknown to humans, because the people who live in those ecosystems know the species intimately
and they often have more sophisticated ways of classifying them than science does.

http://news.webindial23.com/news/articles/Scier@@/9919/770192.htr 10/22/200



Half of world's 7000 languages to become extinctusg of centur

"We're throwing away centuries' worth of knowledge and discoveries that they have been making all

along," he said.

In Bolivia, the scientists came across the Kallawaya people who have been traditional herbalists since

the time of the Inca Empire.

In daily life, the Kallawaya used the more common Quechua language. But they also maintained a
secret language to encode information about thousands of medicinal plants, some previously

unknown to science that the Kallawayas use as remedies, they said.

Similarly, the navigational skills of peoples in Micronesia, was also encoded in small, vulnerable

languages, the researchers found.

"There are people who may have a special set of terms ... which enable them to navigate thousands
of miles of uncharted ocean ... without any modern instruments of navigation," Prof. Harrison said.

Anderson, Prof. Harrison's colleague on the project, said the hotspots tended to have been settlement

colonies and strung along migration routes.

"Among the top five hotspots, the major similarity is that they are the last bastions of the languages in
areas that were successfully colonized in a settlement colony," National Geographic quoted Anderson

as saying.

Prof. Harrison said, that while in the last 500 years, an estimated half of the world's languages, from
Etruscan to Tasmanian, had become extinct, the vanishings now were taking place at a faster rate.

Fewer than ten people probably spoke more than 500 languages, he said. (ANI)
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